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A recent study, *NEW INSIGHTS INTO 
ENERGY USE IN STRUCTURES" estab- 
lishes that concrete block, properly used, 
can effect significant savings in energy. 

Small wonder that government and pub- 
lic bodies around New Mexico are using it 
in such volume! 


Integrally colored split-ribbed customized 
concrete block lends dignity and distinction to 
the new EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMIS- 
SION OFFICE BUILDING in Albuquerque. 


Architect W. C. Kruger & Associates 


General 
Contractor K. L. House Construction Co. 


Masonry 
Contractor Kenneth P. Thompson Co., Inc. 
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In this Issue 


Louise Harris lvers continues to 
supply us with documentation on the 
historic buildings in Las Vegas, 
N. M. Beginning on page 9 is the 
architectural background of the Ma- 
sonic Temple. Previously she has 
detailed the history of the Charles 
IIfeld Building of 1890-91 (March/ 
April 1970 NMA) and the Casta- 


neda Hotel of 1897-1898 (May/ 
June 1974 NMA). 
U EJ L1 o 


Coming— 


Poland, Well beyond the expected 
deadline, the May/June issue will be 
my report on a fascinating trip to 
Poland to see their efforts and ac- 
complishments in the world of his- 
toric preservation. The report is 
longer by far than anticipated, so 
the May/June issue will be thicker 
by many pages. | only hope that it 
doesn't bore you. 


A CORRECTION 


In the January/February 1976 is- 
sue of NMA, a mistake in contractor 
credit was made in the Crego Block 
Company Advertisement, The LEMB- 
KE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY of 
Albuquerque should have been list- 
ed as the General Contractor. 

JPC 
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Letters to the Editor, 
Mr. Yuk and the New Mexico 
Poison and Drug Center 


The Masonic Temple in Las Vegas, N. M. 


—Louise Harris Ivers 
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Century Glazed 


Classic, simple to install, 
fireproof, weatherproof, made 
of concrete, yet lighter than 
clay, stronger than clay at a 


fraction of the cost of clay 


7 A 2700 Second St., S. W. 
Ionen roof tiis, inm erdbeer. New Manice 87102 


A PRESTRESSED CONCRETE BUILDING 
IDEAL FOR A MANUFACTURING FACILITY 


The new manufacturing building owned by 
Malibu Pools in Albuquerque is an all concrete 
structure. Precast-prestressed twin tees form 
the walls and roof. The 10,000 sq. ft. roof 
supports a four ton bridge crane that works 
in a 25 foot clear ceiling area 

The 86 precast members in the building were 
erected in seven days 

Prestressed concrete is the versatile building 
material 


n PRESTRESSED T —4— 
CONTRACTOR - Bart Gilbert, Inc. 
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC. 


1304 Menaul Bivd., N. E, Albuquerque, N. M. 87105 (505) 345-5671 
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Become a participant in the revitalized 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY of NEW MEXICO 


Post Office Box 4638 Santa Fe, N. M. 87501 
Noe ee — = -— 
Address — — r... CE EM 
— — —— MS [m RA 
Annual Dues [ Individual $10.00 E Contributing |. $ 40.00 
C] Student sp 5,00 C Lite 51,000.00 


in one payment 


SOCIETY MEMBERS MAY SUBSCRIBE AT REDUCED RATES TO: 


L "NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW"... $4.50 year 
Published by the University of New Mexico @ $6.00 year 


O "NEW MEXICO ARCHITECTURE" magazine $4.00 year 
Published by the New Mexico Society of Architects @ $5.00 year 
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Rock Face Norman 
is not the new 
security chief 

at the Broadway. 


Its our name for the | 
striking custom brick 
chosen by The 
Broadway and its 
architects for a major 
contribution to an 
image of quality. 
SUMMIT BRICK 


5905 MARBLE, NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 268 9764 


chaix-pudjak-bielski-takeuchi-daggett - 
associated architects &planners ` 
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. Your Steelcase 
business 4j = Ax Movable 
has to K. Walls 


2 A wall that's only a wall is 
change with e But a Steelcase | 
2 Movable Wall System can | 
the times, form an office today or a | 
conference room tomorrow 
SO why or two or three work-stations 
the day after. In other 
have walls words, it gives you unlimited 
flexibility in planning your 
that won't? office interiors. And that's | 
ew à 210 a boon to any business | 
exico | 


e 6437 LINN AVE. N.E. e ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO e (505) 265-7841 


ffi 
Sur,. ure 
3 RECENT FLEX-SHIELD | 
LE applications in Albuquerque 
TWO PARK PLAZA HIGH RISE | 
SHIELD OFFICE BUILDING 


| ALBUQUERQUE INN | 
| NATIONAL BUILDING | 
Heavy texture coating for all types of 


exterior/interior masonry surfaces. 
DURABLE * FLEXIBLE * WATERPROOF PAINT 


Mfg. Company, Albuquerque, N.M. 877-5050 


serving New Mexico 
and the El Paso area 
with 
Quality Concrete Masonry Products 


and many allied building materials 
Modernfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors 


Hollow Metal Doors and Frames Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel 
Steel and Formica Toilet Partitions Commercial Hardware 
Commercial Toilet Accessories Moderncote Vinyl Wall Covering 
Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows 
Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc. 
P. O. Box 1633 P. O. Drawer FF 
Roswell, N. M. 88201 Las Cruces, N. M. 88001 
505 622-1321 505 524-3633 
Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc. 
A P. O. Box 10284 Telephone 
ur 68 30880 915 532-9695 


Members: New Mexico Concrete Masonry Association, National Concrete Masonry Association 
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Stuff the block, 
save the building. 


Pouring Zonolite* Masonry Fill Insulation into 
masonry walls can increase fire ratings from two 
up to four - count them—four hours. 

Reduces sound transmission to a murmur. 

Doubles the insulating value of the wall to 
prevent chills and sweats of the occupants while 
inducing a state of euphoria over low heating 
and air conditioning bills. 

What more do you want for as little as a dime 
per square foot? 
Remember. Stuff the block, save the building. 
Also remember to mail coupon right now for 


ZONOLITE 


SOUTHWEST VERMICULITE CO. 
BOX 6302 ALBUQUERQUE 
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Exclusive distributors for TAYLOR 


Consultation 
Planning 
Design 
Layout 


Criteria, skill, artistry and 
experience are fused to 
produce laboratory furniture 
meeting the most exacting 
requirements of contemporary 
science educators and architects. 
Units immediately available and 
within the reach of any 
school or institutional budget. 


Architects use our design consultation services for: 
Science Labs / Offices / Artrooms / Dormitories / 
Libraries / Auditorium Seating / Home Economics 
Labs / Gymnasiums 


UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE 
ALLIED SUPPLY GU. 


2122 Central, SE 
Phone 243-1776 
Albuquerque, N. M. 
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Y. Richmond Coliseum, Richmond, Virginia. Architects Vincent G. Kling & Partners. Photo courtesy Brick Institute of America. 2. Southeastern Massachusetts University. 
North Dartmouth. Associated Architects: Desmond & Lord, Inc., and Paul Rudolph, FAIA. Interior Consultant: Bill Bagnall Associates, Inc 


Arts and Humanities SUHOIDB, 
3. Public Service Alliance of Canada Building, Ottawa. Architects: Schoeler Heaton Harvor Menendez Associated Architects. Photo courtesy Brick Institute of Americo. 
4. Executive Headquarters and Nassau Center Office, Hempstead Bank, Garden City, Long Island. Architects: Bentel & Bentel, AIA 


RUMORS THAT THERE ARE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS MORE VERSATILE THAN MASONRY 
ARE TOTALLY WITHOUT FOUNDATION. 


INTERNATIONAL MASONRY INSTITUTE 
Suite 1001, 823 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 
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LETTERS TO EDITOR 


Editor, 

I finished reading your editorial 
in the Nov./Dec. issue of N.M.A. 
and after wiping the tears from 
my eyes (too much unabashed 
laughter at a good joke) I decid- 
ed to write to you to share the 
humor (rhymes with tumor). 

A paradoxical statement is often 
funny so I thought I would start 
with the one that permeates your 
editorial. In a matter of fact way 
you mention that an Indian Mu- 
seum, in some fashion, is being 
planned and will be built even- 
tually. Your main topic appears 
to be that Mr. Owings and Com- 
pany have not listened to nor ask- 
ed for input from key historical 
committees and associations — re- 
garding the Hewett House. I 
would like to inform you that the 
officials (some of whom are my 
relatives) at a large pueblo in 
New Mexico have had zero input 
in the development of an Indian 
Museum. In fact it is very rare 
for these associations, committees, 
and the Museum of New Mexico 
to get direct input or advise, or to 
take the simple step of informing 
the people most directly involved. 
Any statement to the contrary is 
pure bull. The Museum, associa- 
tions and the committees prefer 
to rely on “professional” experts 
(they read Bandelier and Waters). 
I am reminded of the thief who 
called "foul" after another thief 
stole his previously stolen loot! 

The next funny and misinformed 
statement in your editorial was the 
one that stated that you believed 
there were no alternate plans de- 
veloped to include the Hewett 
House. In fact, more than one stu- 
dent architectural team at the Un- 
iversity of New Mexico produced 
programs and phased design 
schemes that used the Hewett 
House as an integral part of mu- 
seum development. These plans, 
including drawings and a color/ 
sound film, were presented to the 
State Legislature in 1972/73 to 
help obtain initial funding for the 
Museum of New Mexico. Of course 


they were only student architects 
from the University of New Mex- 
ico and it must have been a fluke 
that they were sensitive enough 
to include the Hewett House. Ev- 
eryone knows that the University 
of New Mexico doesn't produce 
good architects anymore (or is it 
cheap labor?). 

Funding (money ), not the Hew- 
ett House, is really the key issue 
in this matter of architects. Pro- 
teges of the bush league master, 
J. G. Meem, sat waiting for the 
museum to get some (so fees could 
be paid). After the museum fin- 
ally started to get major recogni- 
tion and funding from the state 
(with professional help from "stu- 
dent architects"), two major lea- 
guers, in the form of Mr. Owings 
and Mr. Barnes, came along. You 
wasted ink when stating that 
Barnes was an "out-of-state archi- 
tect.” The museum chose a quali- 
fied practicing architect and to do 
so they had to go “out-of-state.” 
It is my understanding that Mr. 
Barnes chose an in-state architect 
that he felt was qualified enough 
to represent him in New Mexico. 

Finally, in my opinion, publish- 
ing the fee paid to Mr. Barnes in 
your article (considering the tone 
of the piece) was extremely poor 
judgement and in bad taste. I re- 
alize that this bit of financial in- 
formation was meant to stir-up 
the local yokels (thats the only 
thing that will do it). However, 
Mr. Conron, by doing so you have 
blown your cover of historical pi- 
ety. 

Sincerely yours, 
Marc A. Giaccardo 
Albuquerque, N. M. 
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Editor, 


My copy of the December issue 
of New Mexico Architecture ar- 
rived, and gladdened me with a 
photograph of the Hewett House. 
What a surprise to read on, into 
your excellent editorial, to discov- 
er the building may be demolished. 

Every time we return to Santa 
Fe, it seems more atmosphere has 


NMA NEWS 


leaked out. The destruction of the 
Hewett House certainly fulfills a 
sad pattern of cultural denial, and 
predicts that Santa Fe too can 
achieve the status of pop art. But 
this matter is too painful even to 
ridicule. 

Please allow me to add my sup- 
port for the preservation of the 
Hewett House. You are free to 
show this statement to anyone ser- 
iously interested in the people and 
future of Santa Fe. Both will be 
insulted and ignored by the disap- 
pearance of the Hewett House. 


Sincerely yours, 

Richard E. Ahlborn 

Chairman 

Department of 
Cultural History 

Smithsonian Institution 

Washington, D.C. 
20560 
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Mr. Tibo Chavez, President 
Board of Regents 
Museum of New Mexico 


Dear Mr. Chavez: 

I would like to urge preservation 
of the Hewett House. It would ap- 
pear that the house is worthy of 
its National Register listing and 
of every special consideration. In 
contrast, apparently, expansion of 
the museum is being considered in 
a haphazard way, without clear 
understanding of present and fu- 
ture needs. 

Therefore, I would suggest 
“backing up” and doing some long 
range master planning for the Mu- 
seum, much as Mr. Conron has 
suggested in the “New Mexico 
Architecture” magazine. A funda- 
mental step could be to outline 
the objectives of the Museum as 
an institution; and I submit that 
one of these could be to preserve 
its own historic structures. 

You will understand that I am 
entirely friendly to the Museum, 
but I believe better thinking needs 
to be employed. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jerold G. Widdison 
Albuquerque, N. M. 
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LETTERS, 
CONTINUED 


Editor: 


There has been quite a lot of 
discussion about making public 
buildings at least easier for handi- 
capped people to enter, leave and 
use. Im not handicapped but I 
have a big gripe. Access ramps 
are fine, but huge, heavy doors 
make a mockery of the ramps. Ex- 
amples? 

Take a look at the doors on the 
Capitol Building! It practically 
takes a derrick to open the mas- 
sive door, and for a woman (par- 
ticularly one carrying a package) 
impossible. One tugs, grunts, cuss- 
es (very sedately of course) and 
waits for a big, strong male. The 
main door on the new hospital at 
Raton is much the same—beautiful 
but where is the electric eye if 
they are going to stress easy ac- 
cess? Try the State Library doors 
—huge, very lovely to look at, and 
with an arm load of books, im- 
possible for the “senior” citizen. 
Sure, that’s my category, even 
though I despise it. I've been a 
citizen all my life, why make me 
a senior just because I remember 
50 years ago better than where I 
put my car keys last night? Super- 
market electric eyes are wonder- 
ful—I can carry in my returnable 
soft drink bottles without a hassel 
and the market furnishes a boy to 
carry out purchases. 

I know about wheelchairs, a lit- 
tle at least, for my aged mother is 
either in bed, or in a wheelchair 
twice a day. After a stroke she's 
hospitalized, and I wheel her 
through long halls, into the recre- 
ation and activity rooms, the ele- 
vator and sun room. Miners Hos- 
pital ( Raton) is old fashioned, but 
the human element is not. Their 
doors are not two stories high and 


architects should try pushing 
wheelchairs a few times before 
they put out designs. Looking 


lovely is nice, but not enough! 


Sincerely, 
Alice Bullock 
Santa Fe, N. M. 


MR. YUK 
AND THE NEW MEXICO 
POISON & DRUG CENTER 

"He's gukky and yukky. Kid's 
don't like him—and that's the main 
idea," says Dr. Diana F. Rodriguez 
Calvert, director of the New Mexi- 
co Poison, Drug Information and 
Medical Crisis Center. 

The Center, assisted by local 
Optimist Clubs throughout New 
Mexico, is kicking off a major cam- 
paign to help parents keep their 
children from accidental poison- 
ings. The focal point of their cam- 
paign will be "Mr. Yuk a bilious 
green round face with the corners 
of his mouth turned down, and his 
tongue sticking out. 

Mr. Yuk stickers should be plac- 
ed on anything in the house which 
children should stay out of. They 
should be taught that "Mr. Yuk 
is a no-no," Dr. Calvert said. 

The New Mexico Poison, Drug 
Information and Medical Crisis 
Center is located in the Bernalillo 
County Medical Center. Its ac- 
tivities are coordinated with the 
Emergency Medical Services Divi- 
sion of the New Mexico Health 
and Social Services Department, 
and the Center serves as an inte- 
gral portion of the emergency 
medical communication system for 
the state of New Mexico. 

Mr. Yuk stickers and posters 
may be obtained by contacting the 
Poison Center at BCMC, or any 
local Optimist. 

Every Mr. Yuk sticker contains 
the free phone number of the New 
Mexico Poison Center: 1-800-432- 
6866. Within Albuquerque the lo- 
cal number is 843-2551, while out- 


side of Albuquerque, residents 
may phone the center without 
charge, by dialing 1-800-432-6866. 

The Center is open 24 hours, 
seven days a week—and is grow- 
ing rapidly. In January, 1973, the 
Center reiceived 67 calls—and in 
January, 1975, the Center received 
706 calls. About two-thirds of the 
calls come from the public and the 
rest are from health professionals 
from all over the state. 


Questions asked cover a wide 
area: drug overdoses, poisonings, 
and medical crises unrelated to 
drugs. Six pharmacists, speaking 
both English and Spanish, respond 
to all initial requests for assistance, 
Other specialists such as pediatrics, 
emeregency medicine, burn, and 
trauma are readily available. 

The New Mexico Poison Center 
is a part of the National Poison 
Center Network, which has given 
permission to use the Mr. Yuk 
symbol in this area. 

The old “skull and crossbones" 
used in the past to identify poi- 
sons has been proven to have little 
meaning for children of today, 
since it is seen so often in cartoons 
and amusement parks to connote 
happy, exciting things. A testing 
program was developed to see 
which of six symbols a child would 
NOT want to play with—and the 
scowling green face was found 
least attractive. One child, declin- 
ing to pick up the bottle, even 
named the new symbol when he 
declared: “He looks yukky!” 

"We just want the people of 
New Mexico to know that if any- 
one—child or adult—has swallow- 
ed poison or other dangerous sub- 
stance, the Center is here to help 
with immediate, accurate informa- 
tion about what to do and how 
to help," Dr. Calvert said. 

The Center also has readily 
available information on plants and 
insects which may be poisonous, 
and how to treat these problems. 
The Center is connected with the 
emergency rooms of all local hos- 
pitals, and with the national poison 
center for assistance with uncom- 
mon problems. 


10 


NMA March-April 1976 


Figure 1. 
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THE MASONIC TEMPLE IN LAS VEGAS, N. M. 


Many late nineteenth century buildings remain 
in Las Vegas, New Mexico. They are visible proof 
to us of the proliferation of architectural styles during 
the Gilded Age. In this period buildings were con- 
structed in every imaginable historical style. Archi- 
tects freely adapted the ancient structures of Europe 
and Asia to American commercial and domestic 
needs. One of the greatest of these architects, Henry 
Hobson Richardson, was inspired by the Romanesque 
churches of Spain and Syria, but he did not blindly 
copy them. Instead, his American buildings capture 
the sense of massiveness and grandeur inherent in 
typical Romanesque structures. Richardson adapted 
the Romanesque to his personal idiom by thoroughly 
digesting its forms and details, which he used in a 
manner that was fitting to his designs. In his build- 
ings, decoration and structure are thoroughly inte- 
grated. Many other architects quickly grasped the 


by Louise Harris Ivers 


magnificence of Richardson's structures and began 
to imitate him, initiating an American style we call 
the Richardsonian Romanesque. 

Most of Richardson's imitators skimmed the sup- 
erficialities from the great man's style to design 
structures in which Richardson’s essential power 
was not paralleled. However, there were exceptions 
to this rule, such as Louis Sullivan's Auditorium in 
Chicago. By 1875 Richardson had arrived at his ma- 
ture style seen in Trinity Church in Boston and the 
Cheney Block (fig. 4) in Hartford, and by 1880 
architects in provincial as well as in major centers 
were producing Richardsonian Romanesque build- 
ings. Between 1880 and 1900 many of the more suc- 
cessful structures in this style appeared in the pages 
of American Architect and Building News. Charac- 
teristic of these designs are quarry-face masonry, 

Continued page 16 
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heavy proportions, Syrian arches, prominent vous- 
soirs, squat columns, and Salamancan towers. 

The Masonic Temple (figs. 1, 5 and 8) in Las 
Vegas is a typical Richardsonian Romanesque build- 
ing. In 1892 The Commercial Club Illustrated Sup- 
plement to the Las Vegas Daily Optic published a 
design by Kirchner and Kirchner, Denver architects, 
for the Temple (fig. 2). This design was for a Ro- 
manesque building with Gothic overtones. Its quar- 
ry-face stone, heavy piers, round arches, clustered 
colonettes, and turrets derive from the former style, 
while its sharply pitched roof and gables, cresting, 
and finials are of the latter. Kirchner and Kirchner's 
four story design was not constructed, however, and 
the contract for the Masonic Temple was eventually 
awarded to I. H. and W. M. Rapp, who at that time 
had offices in Chicago and Trinidad, Colorado. I. H. 
Rapp came to supervise the construction in Las Vegas 
which was executed by W. F. Kean of Pueblo, Colo- 
rado. The cornerstone of the Temple was laid in 
November, 1894,2 but the building was not finished 
until June, 1895.* Its cost was about $30,000, and 
its lot was an additional $15,000.* 

The Rapps' design, like that of the Kirchners, is 
Richardsonian Romanesque in character. In fact, it 
is remarkably similar to H. H. Richardson's Cheney 
Block (fig. 4) of 1875-76. Both structures have 
quarry-face masonry, heavy corner towers with pyra- 
midal caps, indications of towers at the opposite 
corners, large round arches carried on massive piers 
linking two stories together, pronounced voussoirs, 
and arched entrances. The Masonic Temple is nar- 
rower, smaller, and simpler in design than the Cheney 
Block, but both buildings are weighty and massive 
in character. The Rapps, unlike many of Richardson’s 
imitators, seem to have understood the master's feel- 
ings for proportion. A critic wrote in 1891 that 


assuredly designers will get nothing but good 
from his [Richardson's] work if they learn from 
it to try for largeness and simplicity, to avoid 
niggling, and to consider first of all the disposi- 
tion of their masses. But these are merits that 
cannot be transferred from a photograph. They 
are quite independent from a fondness for the 
Provencial Romanesque, and still more of an ex- 
aggeration of the depth of the voussoirs and of 
the dwarfishness of pillars.* 


Although it would not be mistaken for one of Rich- 
ardson's designs, the Las Vegas Masonic Temple 
has the "largeness and simplicity" that were the 
masters great qualities. 

The entrance of the Masonic Temple (figs. 5 
and 8) is a low Syrian arch carried on squat col- 
umns typical of the kind used by Richardson. Rapp 
and Rapp did not derive this entrance from the 
Cheney Block, however, but seemingly from Adler 
and Sullivan's Chicago Stock Exchange (fig. 3) of 
1893-94. Although they lack the brilliant complexity 
of Sullivan's ornament, the curvilinear vegetal forms 
carved in low relief on the sandstone spandrels 


above the entrance arch of the Temple are some- 
what Sullivanesque in character. The disposition of 
this carving is an alfiz around the low Syrian arch, 
and the tondi with carved borders containing sym- 
bols in the spandrels of the Las Vegas Masonic Tem- 
ple are similar to those of the Chicago Stock Ex- 
change. However, the Stock Exchange arch rests on 
a low base immediately on the ground, while the 
Masonic Temple arch has a high base composed of 
more Sullivanesque vegetal ornament, squat col- 
umns, and rusticated blocks of red sandstone. At 
the corners of the bands of sinuous vegetal carvings 
are the heads of putti (fig. 8) intertwined with 
leaves. A competent stone carver undoubtedly cre- 
ated this decoration. Whether the Rapps imported 
an artisan or hired someone in the Las Vegas area 
to carve these blocks is unknown. 

The Optic, still published daily in Las Vegas, 
described the three story Masonic Temple in 1895. 


The building . . . has been erected of Las 
Vegas red standstone . . . Its outer dimensions 
are seventy-five feet front by ninety feet of 
depth, there being five floors, including the 
basement and tower. The basement is divided 
into three rooms, underlying the entire struc- 
ture, and is lighted by prismatic tiles in the ves- 
tibules to the stores and by three bulkhead win- 
dows in the rear. The heating apparatus for the 
building, is located in the basement. 

In front of the Temple is the first cement 
sidewalk in Las Vegas. Broad and well built 
curbing of red sandstone, it furnishes a hand- 
some approach to the three handsome store 
rooms occupying the ground floor... The 
ceilings [of the display windows] are of steel, 
and the fronts of red oak, the top of each win- 
dow being chipped glass, while the remainder 
of the window is one solid sheet of American 
polished plate glass.* 


The display windows of the Temple seem to have 
remained intact. Carved wooden pilasters with bead- 
ing and triglyph-like motifs support an entablature 
with a dentil cornice on each wall exposed by the 
windows. Arched mirrors with fan-like forms are 
set between these pilasters (figs. 6 and 7). 

Inside, the Masonic Temple is rather spare and 
devoid of detail. What detailing exists is classical 
in form. For example, the newel posts of the tower 
staircase have recessed beaded panels, dentils, and 
leafy forms carved on them. Panels and dentils also ap- 
pear around the entrance of the lobby, and still more 
panels and curvilinear carving are found on the stair- 
case. Decorative turned balusters make up the stair 
railing. The only decoration in the upstairs rooms is 
around the doors and windows. The Optic described 
the interior of the Temple in exaggerated terms. 


The grand entrance is in the tower... 
and is approached through a low massive arch 
of masonry, giving access to a lobby, ten and 
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Figure 3. Entrance, Chicago Stock 
Exchange, 1893 - 94. 


Figure 2. Las Vegas Masonic Temple 
design by Kirchner and Kirchner, 1892. 


Figure 4. Cheney Block, Hartford, b 
Conn., 1875 - 76. 
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Figure 5. Entrance to 
the Masonic Temple, 


Las Vegas 


Figures 6 and 7. The 
showcase and doors, 
Hoffmans clothing 
store. 


Figure 8. Detail of the stone carvings, entrance to the 
Masonic Temple, Las Vegas. 


NOTES 


'The Daily Optic, XVII, (June 24, 1895). 

?|bid., XVI, (November 26, 1894). 

?|bid., XVII, (June 24, 1895). 

bid. 

Montgomery Schuyler, "Glimpses of Western 
Architecture: Chicago," American Architecture and 
Other Writings, Edited by William H. Jordy and 


one half feet wide, floored with red and white 
tiles, trimmed in oak and with paneled wains- 
coting. A stairway broken into five flights, with 
connecting landings, having handsomely turned 
balusters and carved newel posts, leads from the 
ground floor landing to the tower room 
In the second story, and forming part of the 
Montezuma club rooms . . . is an open loggia 
ten and one half by eleven feet . . . with tiled 
floor, stone balustrade and wrought iron grille.* 


The Masonic Temple is one of the more im- 
pressive structures in Las Vegas. Although derivative 
of Richardson's and Sullivan's buildings, it main- 
tains a massive dignity and harmony of proportion. 
Its well carved detailing complements the rough cut 
tone of its walls. It is the first building constructed 
in Las Vegas by I. H. and W. M. Rapp, competent 
provincial architects whose designs in various styles 
betray a talent for the tasteful combination of forms. 
Although they were not innovators, the Rapps usu- 
ally produced interesting buildings in the styles pop- 
ular during the late nineteenth century. They were 
the leading architects in Las Vegas, where they had 
an office around the turn of the century,“ and num- 
erous examples of their work can still be seen there 
today." EH. I. 


Ralph Coe, (New York: Atheneum, 1964), 114. 
“The Daily Optic, XVII, (June 24, 1895). 
bid. 

*|. H. and W. M. Rapp are listed as having an 
office in the Crockett Block in Las Vegas in the 
1900 and 1903 city directories. 

Examples are St. Anthony's Sanitarium of 
1898, the Baca Avenue Public School of 1900, and 
the Y. M. C. A. building of 1905. 


"We found TJI far superior to 
other systems” states Marvin E. Goldberg, 


El Paso general contractor: "In a warehouse-office 
building which we recently completed, we found the 
Trus Joist roof system to be far more economical than 
any of some half dozen systems that we investigated. 

We found the erection and completion of the building 
with this system to be far superor to any other system 
we had considered using on this project." 


Project: Office and Warehouse, El Paso, Texas 
Contractor: Marvin E. Goldberg 


George B. McGill & Co., Inc. 
3530-C Pan American Fwy., NE 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 

Telephone (505) 345-4501 
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A CORPORATION 


Serving New Mexico For Over 20 Years 
NO JOB TOO LARGE—OR TOO SMALL 


ALMOST EVERYTHING IN ROOFING 
AND SHEET METAL 


GOODRICH ROOFING IN 
ALBUQUERQUE FOR GOOD ... 


OUR CREDENTIALS . .. THOUSANDS OF 
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


(505) 345-1854 | 


3402 Stanford Drive, N. E. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 


The paints and coatings 
Southwestern 
professionals use. 


Easy-on interior paints, climate-designed 
exterior paints, color coordinated wall- 
coverings, industrial-technical coatings, 
and a complete selection of professional 
supplies and accessories. Since 1936. 


| Manufacturing Co. 


Albuquerque, N.M.: 1214 San Pedro N.E. 


El Paso, Texas: 1531 Magoffin, 9054 Dyer, 
7636 Gateway East, 5937 N. Mesa 


YOU SAVE WITH NEW 


GLAZED BLOCK WALLS 


CONSTRUCTION — Build and finish in one operation 
... Walls go up faster —one trade, large units lay 
up fast... thru-wall load bearing units eliminate 
expense of back up wall, 

MAINTENANCE — No refurbishing ever, Permanent, 
sanitary, factory finish — cannot peel or blister... 


easy to clean and keep clean. 

ENERGY — Excellent U-factors with lightweight block 
and insulating granular fill. 

INSURANCE —Maximum security and protection at 
lowest cost, with fire-rated walls. 

GOV'T REQUIREMENTS — Meet USDA and OSHA 

specifications for health, sanitation and safety. 


E. 


FEATHERLITE BLOCK CO., Box 489, Lubbock, Tex. 79408, 806/763-8202 

FEATHERLITE BUILDING PRODUCTS CO., Box 9977, El Paso, Tex. 79990 

CREGO BLOCK COMPANY, INC., 6026 Second St. N.W., Albuquerque, N.M. 
505/344-3475 


YOU SAVE TIME /YOU SAVE MONEY 


Sus Pat. Off., Can. S other countries by THE BURNS & RUSSELL CO 


Dab ee eco 


QUALITY PRODUCTS for 
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Space Frames 


Telespar Tubing 


Metal Framing 


MR. STRUT 


4820 PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY, N. E. 
P. O. BOX 3128 (505) 881-0264 


ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87110 


WITH THE ECONOMY OF BLOCK & THE PERFORMANCE OF GLAZE 
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| ALBUQUERQUE 
| TESTING LABORATORY 
Sub-soil Investigations 
For Structural and Dam Foundations 
SKYLIGHTS Two Drills and Crews now 
available for Prompt Service 


Laboratory Analysis and 


RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL Evaluation of Construction Materials 
G CUSTOM — SEE SWEET'S 7.8/PL | All work done under the supervision 
Now represented in New Mexico by of Registered Professional Engineers 
William W. Douglass, Inc. | 532 Jefferson St. N. E. — P. O. Box 4101 
Albuquerque, N. M. 87109 Phone AL 5-8916 Albuquerque 
294-5326 i Phone AL 5-1322 New Mexico 


e 


Childers 
Architectural MEIN 
Panels 


mansard roof 
fascia panels 
soffit panels 


PEERLESS 


CUSHIONED VINYL FLOORS. THE ULTIMATE IN CUS- 


BELOW GRADE. 


GOODS, EXTRA RUGGED, YET SO BEAUTIFUL. 


Geo. B. McGill Co., inc. McGill - Stephens, Inc. 
3530 - C Pan American N.E. 4100 Rio Bravo St., Suite 320 
Albuquerque 87107 El Paso, Texas 79902 

Phone 505/345-4501 Phone 915/544-4505 125 DALE, S. E. 


P. O. BOX 2511, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87125 
PHONE 877-5340 


TOM FLOORS FOR COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION. THE 
WHITE SHIELD BACK ALLOWS INSTALLATION ON OR 


ASK TO SEE THE WIDE SELECTION OF BEAUTIFUL 
PATTERNS IN PEERLESS CUSHIONED VINYL SHEET 
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
AIA FORM SERVICE 


We give a 20% discount to all AIA mem- 
bers and components on orders over $10.00— 


Office hours from 9 to 12, 
Monday through Friday 


The new AIA Catalog is now out—please de- 
stroy ALL old catalogs, price lists, etc. 


Don't forget the Tax is now 4/496 


This is a service of the New Mexico So- 
ciety of Architects. 


AIA FORM SERVICE 
915 LEAD, S.W. 


BOX 7415 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87104 
(505) 242-4159 


— 
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new mexico architecture nma 
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American Institute of Architects, a non-profit organization. 
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Conron, Box 935, Santa Fe, N. M. 87501. 505 983-6948. 
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the official position of the publishing organization. 
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Structural integrity: 


The concrete facts of southwestern life. 


= lw. mE 


Employment Security Commission Office Building in Albuquerque 
Architect: W. C. Kruger and Associates 
Structural Engineer: Robert Krause 


ChemComp Concrete supplied by Albuquerque Gravel Products Company 


The assignment was to place concrete floors on metal decks in the 
new Employment Security Commission Office Building in 
Albuquerque. ChemComp® was specified to reduce or eliminate 
cracking typical of this type of placement. The architects and 
engineers were well satisfied with the results (see inset). Check 
ChemComp's many advantages by writing for our free brochure: 


Box 392, El Paso, Texas 79943. 


MAKERS OF EL TORO CEMENTS / EL PASO, AMARILLO, ODESSA 


SOUTHWESTERN PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY 


Printed By 
Hall-Poorbaugh Press, Inc., Roswell, N. M. 
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ARCHITECTURAL 
SYSTEMS COMPANY 


ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS 
BUILDER’S HARDWARE 


DEMOUNTABLE 
PARTITIONS 


Earl A. Boule 
Gerald P. Shultz A.H.C. 


Box 3624 
Albuquerque 
881-1494 


The first major 
breakthrough 
in effective 
wine 8 

In 2000 years. 


DON'T KILL 
YOUR WINE 


If you're proud of your 
wine, don't subject it 
to this well-lit, steam- 

heated, air - conditioned 

civilization of ours 
The Wine Vault is a 
completely self-con- 
tained room with walls, 
floor, ceiling and door 
lined with California 
redwood 

It stores your wine in 
total darkness ot o 
constant temperature of 
53-57 on individual 
redwood racks 

It's pre-fabricated, fits 
together with patented 
locking devices, and it's 
easily put together or 
taken apart in half an 
hour 

If you're proud of your 
wine, invest in a wine 
cellar any connoisseur 
would be proud of 
The Wine Vault 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION CALL: 


COOK'S BUILDING SPECIALTIES 
414 SECOND ST. S.W. 243-5541 


THE DORIC CREDIT UNION 


for 
Architects, Engineers, their Employees, Wives, 
and Children 


is 
open for deposits and loans 


contact your chapter secretary 
for membership cards or loan applications 


915 Lead S.W. Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 


as a liances. efficiency. Everyone seems to 
agree that the best solution to 
the energy crisis is to make the 
9 most efficient use of our 
" existing fuels. 


So, you should know that 
the most efficient source of 
household energy is natural 
gas. Natural gas can warm 
your home, heat the bath water, 
dry your clothes and cook the 
family's meals more efficiently 
than any other energy you 
can use. 


That's because Southern 
Union can deliver natural gas 
direct to your home with 
minimal energy loss. For every 
100 units of energy taken from 
the well, 96 are delivered to 
your home. That is double or 
triple the efficiency of 
converting it to another form of 
energy to be used for these 
same household purposes. 


Factis, the best way to 
conserve natural gas is to use 
it directly. 


That's why Southern 
Union is still urging you to use 
natural gas appliances. Now, 
more than ever before, if you 
want the job done right...do 
it with gas. 


For one very good reason: 


If you want the job done right, 
do it with gas. ^ 
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DURABLE 
ECONOMICAL 
FAST 


Durability, economy and speed of construction are three of 
the reasons prestressed concrete double tee wall members were 


SGHITEOT 50 A p chosen for the new Career Education Center at Robertson High 
ARCHITECT - Bernabe Romero, A. I. A., Santa Fe School in Las Vegas, N.M. 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEER - Robert D. Krause 


CONTRACTOR = POI. A: SGN 122 prestressed members, including our new 5 + 3 double 


tee wall panel, were used in the construction of these battered 
wall structures. The 160 x 200 foot, two cubicle building houses 
a large general purpose shop, electric shop, drafting, arts & crafts 
and home economics training areas. The roof of the building 
consists of 8' wide double tees, 30" and 20" deep. 


Another attractive building, that is durable and economical, 


was delivered in a short construction time, thanks to prestressed 
concrete from Hydro Conduit Corporation. 


4 HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION 
L " j 2800 SECOND STREET, SW - ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103 


